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What do Lily Cole, Rupert Everett and Peppa Pig have in common? Apart,

obviously, from their striking good looks. Answer: they are passionate

about reading, and about encouraging children to read. To prove their

point, they joined a host of other actors and writers at yesterday's

inaugural Get Reading event, a day-long festival in Trafalgar Square in

London.
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The idea was spawned by a literacy campaign
started by the London Evening Standard two
years ago. When journalists on that newspaper
learned that one in four 11-year-olds were
unable to read and write, they launched a
campaign to change things. Yesterday's event,
held on the hottest day of the year, was a
culmination of the extraordinary feats they
have achieved. Thanks to the generosity of their
readers, £1m has been raised for the literacy
charity Beanstalk, and 600 volunteers now read
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to 2,000 children at 290 schools.

For many children, books play no part in their

lives. You only had to look at the row of

transfixed faces staring up at Rupert Everett as
ey he read from Oscar Wilde's The Happy Prince
to see how affecting a good story can be. "There's something about the
written word that is absolutely magical for the development of the human
brain,” he said afterwards. "If reading is phased out completely, we're
going to become blobs, if we aren't already. Looking back on my own life,
the more I read, the more textured and thorough I felt as a person. So to

start off reading early is an amazing thing.”

Lily Cole, a model who got a double first from Cambridge in art history,
read from Winnie-the-Pooh, while Peppa Pig, star of the Channel 5
children's show, read from her own books. Inside the oversized pig
costume is 11-year-old Harley Bird, the youngest ever recipient of a Bafta.
She will star in the film adaptation of Meg Rosoff's novel HowI Live Now,
which is out in October. Speaking as Peppa Pig afterwards, she said:
"People should like reading because it's all about stories, and when you
read you can get lots of information in your brain.”

Cole said she almost chose to read from the Harry Potter books, because
they played such an important part in her childhood. But her favourite
author is the Russian Vladimir Nabokov, in particular his novel Ada or
Ardor, which she reads "perpetually”. Evgeny Lebedev, owner of the
London Evening Standard and The Independent on Sunday, took to the
stage later in the afternoon. He chose to co-read Roald Dahl's The Twits

with the actress Barbara Windsor. "As a bearded man, it seemed an

appropriate choice," he quipped.

-

You may also like these

These Major VS Top Ten Books Serge Gainsbourg Guillermo del
Minor Key Picked Could Have Toro's
Versions of (Beyond the Book) Taught Today's  wonderfully
Popular Songs Tabloid Bratsa  weird new project
Are Amazing Thing or Two (Creative Bloq)
(Noisey by Vice) About...

(0ZY)

From around the web More from The Independent

Robert Peston berates Daily Mail
for revealing late wife’s cancer (26
November 2013)

From striking to surreal, the 10
most inventive art installations of
2013 (Creative Blog)

Boris Johnson's £60m cable cars
used regularly by just four
commuters (21 November 2013)

Flag Secrets: 5 International Flags
with Surprising Stories
(Shutterstock)

5 artists who were only discovered
after they died (Kaleidico Labs)

Doria Tillier presents show naked
after France secure World Cup
place (21 November 2013)

How Not To Get Trapped Arm
Whilst Cuddling In Bed ¢
(Videojug)

Books of the year 2013: Essays (29
November 2013)

Books of the year 2013: Poetry (29
November 2013)

Low income survival tips (Money
Advice Service)

First wind turbines, now tidal
turbines (EDF Pulse)

Christian Bale expects to be cut
from new Terrence Malick film (o3
December 2013)

Recovery setback for Tesco as sales
fall at UK's largest supermarket

Is this Japanese
advert the scariest
ever?

Tyre firm aimed to
show how their tyres
would performin
‘unexpected’ conditions

Grace Dent: I'm sure
Kate doesn't care
about posing for
Playboy. But | do

[ = H
From hip hop to
pop art: Kanye West
hires Warhol to
paint Kim's
portrait...

... Monica Warhol, that
is, and obviously not her
late cousin Andy

Read all about it: The array of celebrities and young literature lovers in Trafalgar Square tells its own story - News - Books - The Independent

wry

Christmas gallery:
one dozen...
(Sainsbury's
Christmas Inspiration)

Check out this
monstrous...
(Creative Bloq)

Recommended by

SPONSORED FEATURES

Business videos from commercial

thought leaders
Watch the best in the business world give their
insights into the world of business.

Prizes & offers

INDEPENDENT PARTNERS

20% off ethical linen & cotton
shirts

FINANCIAL GUIDES & REPORTS

All you need to know about investing in real
estate Free to download

How to profit from Vodafone's bumper
payday Download FREE Report

The key economic announcements that
affect the markets Download free guide

Discover the Professional Secrets of Day
Trading Download Free Report

Ads by Google

Buy a Distressed Business
Read our Guide - How to Profit from Buying
Distressed Businesses

www.business-sale.comfinsolvency

Land & Water Plant Hire
UK wide Long Reach Excavator rental Largest UK
fleet 3 to115 tonnes

www .land-water.co.uk/long-reach
Forklift Forks
Forks For All Makes Nationwide Delivery

www.bfsltd.co.uk/products_forks.asp

www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/books/news/read-all-about-it-the-array-of-cel ebrities-and-young -literature-lovers-in-trafalg ar-sq uare-tells-its-ow....

2/6



